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Mr Chairman

I have to honour to speak on behalf of the Africa Group on the
organisation of work of the first part of the resumed sixty-eight
session of the Fifth Committee.

Mr Chairman

Allow me to welcome all colleagues, Secretariat, Members of the
Bureau, and last, but not least, you Mr Chairman, back. I hope
that we all enjoyed the well deserved break and that we are
rejuvenated to continue with our very important work. We would
also like to thank you Mr Chairman, in particular, but also the
Members of the Bureau and the Secretariat, for the commitment
shown during the Main Session of the 5th Committee which was
held last year.

Mr Chairman

The Africa Group aligns itself with the statement as delivered by
(the Plurinational State of) Bolivia on behalf of the Group of 77
and China.  We would also like to take this opportunity to
congratulate them on their assumption of the Chair of the G77
and China and wish to assure them of the Africa Group's support
during their tenure.

Mr Chairman

We only have one month for this Session and it is the Africa
Group's sincere desire to complete our task within the time frame
allocated to this session.  It is trusted that the negotiations will
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again be conducted in good faith and as part of an inter-
governmental process. The Group would also like to reiterate its
request, as per the previous sessions, that no parallel meetings
be held.   Although there should be no question about the
commitment of the Group, it becomes increasingly difficult to
conduct parallel discussions since most of our delegations are
small and cannot afford to be in two or three meetings at the
same time.

Furthermore, the African Group would like to reaffirm its
longstanding position that, negotiations in this Committee should
be conducted in an open, inclusive, and transparent manner and
within the formally allocated time. In this regard, the Group does
not subscribe to any sort of negotiations in small configurations
behind closed doors. We would like to assure you of our
commitment to abiding by these key multilateral principles. We
are convinced that you will ensure that these principles are
adhered to.

Mr Chairman

The Group wishes to express its appreciation for the time spent
and  effort  put  into  the  preparation  of  the  report  on
accountability.  This is an important issue, not only for this
Group,  but  also  for  all  Member  States.  We  believe  that
developments in this area will continue to enhance trust between
the Secretariat and Member States.

Although the issue of Procurement is a recurring agenda item,
the Group will be actively participating on this issue in order to
see if an outcome could possibly be achieved during this session.

During this session, our Group will also pay close attention to all
items on the agenda, especially those related to the status of the
construction of the new facility for the International Residual
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (Arusha branch), human
rights treaty body and Special Political Missions.

Concerning the latter, the Group wishes to reiterate the concern
expressed at the situation in the Central African Republic and
reaffirms Africa's determination to spare no effort to re-establish
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security in that country and facilitate the successful conclusion
of the transition. During this session, the Group will endeavour
to ensure that all the resources required by the Mission for
effective implementation of its mandate are provided.

Moreover, we will be engaging with other delegations on the
issues of human resources management and the Partnership
facility with a view to trying to move forward these important
initiatives.

Mr Chairman

The African group would like to stress the importance of the
timely issuance of official documents in all UN official languages
in order to allow the Fifth Committee to have reasonable time to
consider them and make informed decisions.
The upward trend of late issuance of official documentation for
the Fifth Committee from session to session must be reversed
and seriously addressed.

Mr Chairman

On another note, we would like to draw your attention to our
concerns relating to the the closure of Cafÿ Vienna in the North
Lawn Building. The African Group hopes that   appropriate
arrangements  will be  put  in  place  to  continue  providing
refreshment services for delegations and officials who will be
using the North Lawn Building for this month and subsequently,
for as long as deliberations are still taking place in the North
Lawn Building.

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, let me assure you that the Africa
Group  stands  ready  to  engage  constructively  during  the
Committee's  deliberations  on  all  the  issues  under  its
consideration during this session in order to achieve the best
possible outcome.

I thank you.
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